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RECGULATIONS GOVERUING THE A¥AKD OF THE RATIOFAL SECURITY MEDAL

Purguant to Pexagraph ¢ ¢f Executive Order s the follow
ing regulations are hercly iscsued to govern the award of the
National Securit; Yedal:

l. The lational Becurity Medal rmay be amwerded to any person
without regard to nationelity, including a member of the Armed
Forces of the United Stater, who, on or efter 26 July 1947, hes
made an ocutstanding contribution to the Nationel intelligence ofw
fort, This contritution mey consist of either exceptionmally
meritoriocs cervice perforred in a position of high responsibility
or of an act of valor requiring personal courape of a high degrec
and corplete disregord of perconel safety,

2, The National Security Medel with sccorpanying ribbon and
appurtenances, sinll be of appropriete desirm to be approved bty
the Executive Zecretary of the MNatlonsl Security Council.

3+ The National Security Kedal shall be cwarded only by the
President or hls designee for thet purpose.

Lis Recommendations rpy he pobritied to the Executive Sucre=
tary of the Natiomal Security Council by anmy individuwal having
perconal knowled e of the facts of the exceptionally meritoriocus
conduct or act of valor of the cerdidate in the performance of
outstanding services, either a3 an eyewitness or from the testimony
of othcre who have personal Xnowledpe or were eyeowltnesses, Any
recommendationg €hall be accowpanied by complete documentatiorn,
including vhere necescary, certificates, affidevits or sworn
transcripts of testimony. Each recommendaticn for an award ghall
show the exact ctatue, al the time of the rendition of the service
on which the recorwenda*ion is beeed, with rerpect to eitizenship,
anployrent, and all other raterisl factors, of the person who is
being recoumended for the Hationsl fecurity Wedal,

Ss  Eech recommendsation sghall contain a draft of an appro-

| priate citation to accoupany the awerd of the National Scourity
ecal.
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12 January 19%3

SETIONAL SECURITY MEDRL

The early historical records of our counitry ehow recognition of
the vital importance of obiaiping accurate intelli:ence for gul:ldnce
on mattors of national inturest. In this connoction Gunsral Ueof e
washington in & letter to (zlonei Elias iayton, deted July 20, i1/7,
stated "The nccessity of procuring good inteclivence is apparent and
necd not be rurther urred.¥ # Uenerel Urder issued August 7, 1702 at
the headovaerters of the Continental pArmy, Hewburgh, New fork provided
that badres of distinction be conferred on veteran non~camnissiob.d
ofiicers and soldicrs and provigion sor the award know: as the Baige of
iiitery Merit or the Decorstion »f the Purple Hekrt was made by the
“ollowing lansuage:

"The General ever Jesirous o cherish virtuous ambie

tion in his goldiers as well as to foster amd encourage

every speeies of Militery merit direcis that whencver any

singuiarly meritorious action is performed the author or

it shail be permitted to wear en his iacings over the leit

breast the {irure of a heart in purple cloth or silk edged

with narrow luace or iindinge « « o o

"The road to glory in a patriot army aml & irée country

is thus open to all., This order is also to have retrospect

to the ezrliest stapes o1 the war and to be rongidered as &

purmanent ons"

The first two Purple Heart awarce were 1or vedor in batile. The
third furcle Heart rewarded a vary different kind ol scrvice, pe¥iormied
by BSergeant Taniel Hissell throuzh rery months, inconspicuousiy and in

secrebe In this conn.oction wnder Generai Vrders pf the Continuntal

prry dor Sonday, June 8, 17483, there is the Jolloving peragraphs
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"Serjeant Bissel of the 2 Conneoticut regb having per-
forncd some lmportant services, within the Limediate lnow-
ledge of the Commander in cnief, in walch tne fidelity, pere
severance, and geod sence of the raid serjeant Bizsel were
consplenously manifested; it is therefore crdered that he be
honored with the badge of Merii, he will cell al llssduartors
onn tuesday next [or the inesipnie and certificate to wich he
is fereby entitled,”

The citation begins by stating:

R

"It hath ever bos: an esbablished mexim in the frerican
Service that the Hoad to Glory war open Lo alle"
Ty

It has been stated that the road of Undel Bisse:l let throdgh
extremes of neril, self-sacrifics and the snadews of disgrece,

The award of the furple i:art wes discoutinued, however, rnd when
subsequently revived was used as mn ewerd for the reconition of wounds
received in actlon against the esemy,

Desoite tie early cecomnition in our nountry's histery of the
importance of intellisenee thare han cever, wntil this tind been created
a decoration sclely to reward outeiondiag serioesence in the field of
intelligence,

It is for this purvose, then that the Natiensl Seourity Medal has
been created - to honor service wn ¢ Jield of vibal importence to the

nation and one in which proper racosiition has haretoior been lacicing.
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